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‘I read for pleasure and that is the moment I learn the most.’ Margaret 
Atwood.
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We’ll use this poem as a 
m o d e l: 

Gra n n ie  2018 Re a d in g  SAT KS2
It’s the writing practise that’s important. 

For the future, children will need to read 
and write at speed. 

For reference, the SATS test in Year 6 
gives three separate texts and three 
separate lots of questions. 

The children have just one hour to do all 
the reading and all the questions! 

Please don’t use past papers at home!



Simple

In  th e ir  s im p le s t  fo rm , r e t r ie va l 
q u e s t io n s  c a n  a s k c h ild re n  to  fin d  a n d  
c o p y th e  e xa c t  in fo rm a t io n  fro m  a  
t e xt . Th e y h a ve  to  b e  ve ry p ro fic ie n t  a t  
s kim m in g  a n d  s c a n n in g . 

Retrieval Sim p le  Exa m p le

All e xa m p le s  t a ke n  fro m  2018 KS2 SAT 
p o e m  ‘Gra n n ie ’

The answer is in the text - but it’s hidden at 
the end of the verse. The child would need to 
run their finger down the middle of the page, 
skimming and scanning for quite a common, 
small word - ‘ask’. It won’t jump out as 
memorable.



Trickier (a)

Mo re  o ft e n , t h e y will a s k c h ild r e n  to  
fin d  a n d  c o p y in fo rm a t io n  th a t  is  s u b t ly 
d iffe r e n t  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  s t e m .

Retrieval Tr ic kie r  (a ) Exa m p le

The answer is in the text but it relies on the 
children understanding the word ‘scold’ and 
also linking ‘no matter what I’d done’ to 
behaving badly.All examples taken from 2018 KS2 SAT 

poem ‘Grannie’

Language 



Trickier (b)

Th e y c a n  b e  p o s e d  a s  
m u lt ip le  c h o ic e  
q u e s t io n s  a n d  
t r u e / fa ls e  q u e s t io n s .

Retrieval Tr ic kie r  (b ) Exa m p le

Wh ic h  o f t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  t r u e  
a n d  wh ic h  a r e  fa ls e ?

Mu lt ip le  c h o ic e  & t r u e / fa ls e  q u e s t io n s  
a lwa ys  h a ve  p la u s ib le  a n d  im p la u s ib le  
d is t r a c to r s . A c h ild  n e e d s  t o  r e c a ll t h e  
m e a n in g  o f t h e  t e xt  e n o u g h  to  g e t  r id  
o f t h e  im p la u s ib le  o n e s  q u ic kly. 

So m e  o p t io n s  will b e  wo r d  fo r  wo r d  in  
t h e  t e xt , o th e r  will b e  p a r a p h r a s e d . 

Th e  p la u s ib le  d is t r a c to r  will b e  ve r y 
c lo s e  t o  t h e  r ig h t  a n s we r . Th e  c h ild  
m u s t  c h e c k c a r e fu lly r e fe r r in g  t o  t h e  
t e xt  t o  d e c id e .

S t a t e m e n t T/ F

Th e  p o e t  wa s  wo u n d e d  c lo s e  t o  t h e  
t o wn  wh e re  g ra n n y live d .

F

Gra n n ie  lo o ke d  a ft e r  t h e  p o e t  wh e n  
h e  wa s  s ix.

T

Gra n n ie  h e s it a t e d  wh e n  s h e  s a w th e  
p o e t  in  t h e  wa rd .

T

Th e  p o e t  wa s  a lwa ys  la m e . F

Pla u s ib le  
d is t r a c to r  -
c o u ld  m ix u p  
p la c e  o f 
wo u n d in g

Im p la u s ib le  
d is t r a c to r



Trickiest (c)

Th e s e  a r e  u s u a lly o rd e r in g  o r  m a tc h in g  
p a ir s  s t a t e m e n t s .

Th e y’r e  t r ic ky a s  t h e  c h ild  h a s  t o  r e a d  
th e  wh o le  t e xt  a g a in  t o  o rd e r  e ve n t s  
(s u m m a ry q u e s t io n ). 

It  r e lie s  o n  th e m  m e m o r is in g  th e  
p o s it io n  o f d iffe r e n t  t h e m e s  in  t h e  t e xt  -
s e e  n e xt  s lid e  fo r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n . 

Als o , t h e  c h ild  c a n n o t  o rd e r  a  s in g le  
o n e  wro n g ! 

Retrieval Tr ic kie s t  Exa m p le

Mo s t  c o m m o n  e r r o r  wa s  m ixin g  u p  t h e  fin a l 2 
s t a t e m e n t s , e ve n  t h o u g h  in  r e a lit y t h e  o r d e r  
s h o u ld  b e  c le a r .

Possibly reading fatigue by the latter part of 
the poem - stamina is important - reading 
every day for 20 minutes! 

Summary 



For all retrieval questions, 
the ability to remember  

paragraph/verse themes 
is very important. 

The child needs to know 
where to go back to 

(quickly).
Check this with your child 

but asking where they 
would find information 
about a certain topic.

Does their finger quickly 
go to the right place? 

Where do we 
find out about 
the poet’s life 
as an adult?



Language questions check that 
c h ild r e n  kn o w th e  m e a n in g  o f le s s  
c o m m o n  wo r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s . Th u s , 
t h e y t e s t  t h e  c h ild ’s  kn o wle d g e  o f →

★ wo r d  s yn o n ym s
★ c o m m o n  id io m s
★ t h e  wa y fig u r a t ive  la n g u a g e  h a s  

b e e n  u s e d . 

An  id io m  is  a  t e rm  wh o s e  m e a n in g  
c a n n o t  b e  d e t e rm in e d  fro m  th e  lit e r a l 

m e a n in g s  o f t h e  wo rd s  i.e . it was raining 
cats and dogs outside. 

Here’s some more common figurative 
language examples: 

★ Simile : using ‘as’ or ‘like’ to 
compare two or more things: The 
tunnel was like a huge mouth.

★ Personification: giving human 
characteristics to a something that 
is non -human: The leaves 
whispered secrets as the dancing 
breeze blew.

★ Hyperbole: deliberate 
exaggeration: the tree line 
stretched as high as the moon.

★ Metaphor: saying something is 
something else as a comparator: 

a)He gave a wolfish smile
b)The tunnel was a huge mouth waiting 
for me to enter. 

Language 



Example

All e xa m p le s  t a ke n  fro m  2018 KS2 SAT 
p o e m  ‘Gra n n ie ’

He r e  t h e  c h ild  n e e d s  t o  h a ve  
h e a r d  t h e  p h r a s e  ‘s e ize d  t h e  
c h a n c e ’ b e fo r e  o r  b e  a wa r e  
t h a t  o p p o r tu n it y is  s im ila r  in  
m e a n in g  t o  ‘c h a n c e ’.

Th e y m a y h a ve  h e a r d  t h e  
wo r d  ‘s e izu r e ’ n o t  s e ize d  
wh ic h  c o u ld  b e  c o n fu s in g  
fo r  t h e m . 

Language 



Example

All e xa m p le s  t a ke n  fro m  2018 KS2 SAT 
p o e m  ‘Gra n n ie ’

He r e  t h e  c h ild  n e e d s  t o  
kn o w two  s yn o n ym s  fo r  2 
m a r ks  - b o th  vivid ly a n d  
r e c a ll. 

Language 

So  id e a lly, t h ro u g h  lo n g  t e rm  e xp o s u re  t o  b o o ks  a n d  t a lk, c h ild r e n  
will kn o w wh a t  s o m e  le s s  c o m m o n  wo rd s  m e a n . Bu t  wh a t  h a p p e n s  if 
t h e y d o n ’t ?  

O n  t h e  n e xt  s lid e  a r e  s o m e  s t r a t e g ie s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m ….



Teaching strategies for unknown words (in  o rd e r  o f u s e fu ln e s s ):

1. Th in k a b o u t  t h e  c la s s o f t h e  wo r d  (s ) yo u  a r e  lo o kin g  a t . Wh a t  d o e s  th a t  
t e ll yo u  a b o u t  t h e  wo r d  a n d  it s  p u r p o s e ?  

Fo r  e xa m p le , vivid ly is  a n  a d ve r b  o f m a n n e r - th u s , it s  p u r p o s e  is  t o  g ive  
a d d it io n a l in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  a n  a c t io n  o r  t h e  wa y s o m e th in g  is  s a id .

1. Ta ke  th e  s u ffix o ff t h e  r o o t  wo r d  - p a r t ic u la r ly a d ve r b s . Yo u  m a y b e  
m o r e  fa m ilia r  with  th e  wo r d  a s  a n  a d je c t ive  = vivid.

1. Th in k a b o u t  wh e r e  yo u  m ig h t  h a ve  h e a r d  th a t  wo r d  in  ‘r e a l life ’ i.e . vivid  
d r e a m , vivid  c o lo u r s  & th in k o f a  wo r d  th a t  m ig h t  m e a n  th e  s a m e  lin ke d  
to  th e  p ic tu r e / s e n te n c e  in  yo u r  h e a d .

1. Tr y yo u r  id e a  in  t h e  s e n te n c e  fr o m  th e  t e xt , a d d in g  b a c k o n  th e  -ly i.e . 
‘c le a r ly’

1. Re a d  th e  fe w s e n te n c e s  s u r r o u n d in g  th is  s e n te n c e , d o e s  yo u r  wo r d  
m a ke  s e n s e  fo r  t h e  t e xt ?   Fo r  e xa m p le  in  Gr a n n y, t h e  wo r d s  vivid ly 
r e c a ll lin k to  t h e  wo r d  ‘s h o c k’. Do e s  yo u r  wo r d  lin k to  t h is ?  



More practise questions…

The author used the word undulating .  What does this tell you 
about the waves?

What does the phrase ‘bite the bullet’ tell you about what the 
character needed to do next?

What is the writer telling you when they say that Grannie ‘never 
scolded’.



Inference 

Inference questions check a couple of things:

1. That children understand what effect the author’s choice of words & 
phrases has on the reader.

2. What effect the author’s choice of how to structure the text (its layout 
and its order) have on the reader’s understanding of the content, 
specifically → 

a ) Th e  wa y a  c h a ra c t e r  b e h a ve s  a n d  t h in ks .
b ) Ho w th e y p e r c e ive  a  s e t t in g  t h ro u g h  th e  wa y it  is  d e s c r ib e d .
c ) Th e  im p re s s io n  t h e y g e t  o f a  c h a r a c t e r  t h ro u g h  th e  c h a ra c t e r ’s  

b e h a vio u r , s p e e c h  a n d  a c t io n s  t o wa rd s  o th e r s .
d ) Ho w th e y (a s  a  r e a d e r ) u s e  t h e ir  kn o wle d g e  o f wh a t ’s  h a p p e n e d  in  t h e  

c u r r e n t  s t o ry a n d  o th e r  s t o r ie s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e ir  t h in kin g . 
e ) Wh a t ’s  t h e  g e n e ra l a tm o s p h e re  o r  fe e lin g  t h a t  t h e  t e xt  g e n e ra t e s  a t  

d iffe r e n t  p o in t s  - t h ro u g h  th e  a u th o r ’s  la n g u a g e  c h o ic e s .



Example Questions:
Inference 

A c o m m o n  e r ro r  in  t h is  
q u e s t io n  wa s  t h e  c h ild r e n  
fo rg e t t in g  to  a c tu a lly s a y 
th e ir  im p re s s io n  i.e . n o t  

s a yin g , ‘s h e  is  kin d ’ o r  ‘s h e  
is  p ro t e c t ive ’. In s t e a d  th e y 

q u o te d  e xa c t  e xc e rp t s  fro m  
th e  t e xt  - t r e a t in g  th e  

q u e s t io n  a s  a  r e t r ie va l o n e .



Example Questions:

Inference 

Fo r  t h is  o n e , t h e  c h ild r e n  h a d  to  
r e m e m b e r  wh a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  b e fo re  
i.e . t h e  p o e t  wa s  in ju re d  a n d  la m e  o r  it  

h a d  b e e n  a  lo n g  t im e  s in c e  Gra n n ie  
h a d  s e e n  th e  p o e t . 

O f c o u r s e , t h e y a ls o  h a d  to  kn o w wh a t  
‘h e s it a t e ’ m e a n t  t o o ! 

Fo r  t h is  o n e , t h e  c h ild r e n  h a d  to  r e m e m b e r  wh a t  
t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e twe e n  Gr a n n ie  a n d  th e  p o e t  
wa s  like , fr o m  a ll t h e  c lu e s  t h e y h a d  h a d  s o  fa r . I 

t h in k o f t h is  a s  d e d u c t io n  to o  a s  t h e y h a ve  to  
c o lle c t  c lu e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wh o le  t e xt .

Ve r y d iffic u lt  if yo u ’r e  n o t  r e a d in g  fo r  m e a n in g ! 
Ag a in  t h e r e  a r e  im p la u s ib le  a n s we r s  t h a t  t h e  

c h ild  s h o u ld  d is m is s  s t r a ig h t  a wa y. So m e  c h ild r e n  
d id  n o t  d is m is s  a m u s in g  a s  t h e r e  wa s   a  s m ile , 

b u t  t h is  m e a n s  t h e y d id n ’t  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e s t  o f 
t h e  t e xt ! 

Deduction 

Language is 
everywhere… 



So, ways to help at 
home…

1. What do those words make 
you feel about the character?

2. Why did she decide to do 
that?

3. What picture does that 
description create in your 
head?

4. What impression do you get of 
Grannie?

5. What do you think she was 
thinking when she 
approached him?

6. What suggests that she was 
reluctant to go close?

7. How can you tell that Jess was 
nervous?

8. What does Jess think about 
Em?

9. Why is Em so impatient with 
Jess?

Best kind of question:

Make a statement about the 
text. Ask the child to agree 

or disagree. They must 
justify their answer i.e.

The poet had an unhappy 
childhood. 



These are linked to the 
layout, structure & order 

of the text.

Techniques: 

a) Look from afar first - what can you 
say straightaway about the layout ?

b) Does this help you understand 
what text type it is? 

c) Is it fiction or nonfiction ?

d) If it’s nonfiction, think purpose: 
explain, persuade or inform ?

e) If it’s fiction: modern or classic? 
Sci -fi, adventure or fantasy?

Example Questions:

Why is the poem arranged in this 
order?

What is the purpose of the 
subheading in paragraph 2 (not 
Grannie)?

What section did the author wish 
to emphasise? How did he do this?

What is the impact of starting with 
the poet’s childhood experiences?

How is this writing different to the 
writing in the previous text? 

Text 



Non -fiction

Fiction

In 
comprehension 
tests, children 
are always 
exposed to 
different genres 
of writing -
here’s another 
two texts from 
the 2018 SATs 
paper. 
Remember, 
Grannie was 
also included 
as the middle 
text.



Summary These questions are probably the 
trickiest. They usually ask children to 
think about the text as a whole or the 
theme of a paragraph. You’ve seen a 
retrieval one early on in the video.

Example Question:

Can you summarise in a sentence the 
opening part of the story?

What was the most important message in 
this book?

What do you know now about the 
character that you didn’t know before?

Summarising a 
theme - from the 
information you’ve 
had so far…

Again plausible 
and implausible 
distractors…



Prediction These questions are also tricky: everyone can give an opinion within a 
prediction BUT it must be backed up with evidence from the text. 

There’s also a lot of writing involved, they’re usually at the end of a long test 
(3 mark questions) and they usually involve inference and deduction to 
create a authentic prediction:  PEE

The good news is that there are several possible answers - as long as the 
point can be justified and evidenced.

Question: Will Grannie and the poet see more of each other from now on? 

Point : Make the point clearly - I think that Grannie and the poet will stay in 
contact now.
Explanation: because Grannie was pleased to see the poet and he was so 
pleased to see her.
Evidence: I know the poet was pleased because it says ‘she smiled and love 
lit up the day.’



Prediction More examples:

1. Jess is in a difficult position. What will she do next? 

1. Based on what you know about Em, how will she react to….?



Authorial Authorial questions very much pull everything else together with 
a focus on the purpose of the text, the audience for the text and 
the reasons why the writer has chosen the techniques they have 
to engage the reader. 

Here’s some examples linked to a narrative text about two boys snorkeling and 
coming across a secret cave.

1. What is the main theme of the second paragraph? 
2. What other word could the author have used instead of X? 
3. In paragraph 4, what technique does the author use to help the reader 

understand that the cave looks dangerous?
4. In the paragraph starting ‘as they got closer to the rock’, which do you think is 

the most effective way that the author explains how Jack feels at that point?
5. Where in the text does the writer use figurative language most effectively? 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text.
6. In the paragraph starting ‘Ben looked at him…’ why does the writer avoid using 

direct speech? 
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