
 

Art 

Killigrew Key Vocabulary 
for Early Years 

  
Nursery vocabulary 

Linked topics: 
All Around Me 
Let’s Celebrate 

Rhyme and Rhythm 
Bigger and Bigger 

Building and Making 
Splash 

Reception Vocabulary 
Linked topics: 
Healthy Me 

Traditional Tales 
Around the World 

Up in the Air 
Rainbows and Puddles 

Clothes We Wear 
Pencil 
Line 
Colour 
Shape names 
Portrait  
Cut  
Stick 
Tape  
Brush  
Paint  
Mix 
Dip 
Colour names  
Fabric  
Collage 
Stick 
Positional language 
 

Artist  
Painter  
Print  
Finger  
Stick  
Chalk  
Felt-tip 
Sponge 
Roller  
Stamp 
Clay  
Playdough 
Roll  
Join 
Squeeze 
Press 
Rip 
Tear  

Tissue  
Card  
Wool 
Thread 
Felt 
Rub  
Thin  
Wavy  
Straight  
Zigzag  
Repeat  
Notice  
Observe  

Sculptor  
Photograph  
Computer  
Effect 
Pastel 
Dark 
Light 
Palette 
Landscape  
Layer 
Foil  
Weave 
Vertical  
Horizontal 
 
 

Diagonal  
Model  
Variety 
Draft  
Smudge  
Identify  
Rubber  
Sketch  
Blend  
Primary colours 
Secondary colours  


